📘 Lesson Plan + Student Instructions
From Topic Proposal → Detailed Essay Outline
Course: EN 210: American Modernist & Postmodernist Poetry
Assignment Stage: Final Essay Development (6 pages + 2 critical sources)

🎯 Learning Goals (What you should be able to do after this lesson)
By the end of this process, you should be able to:
· Transform your early-stage topic proposal into a clear, arguable thesis 
· Organize your ideas into a logical, structured outline 
· Integrate close reading + critical sources 
· Plan a 6-page academic essay with strong analytical flow 

🧭 Step 1: Moving from Curiosity → Argument
Your topic proposal asked: What am I interested in?
Now we shift to: What am I arguing?
🔹 What is a Thesis?
A thesis is:
· A specific, arguable claim 
· Not just a topic or observation 
· Something that requires evidence and analysis to prove 
🔹 How to Build Your Thesis
Start from your proposal and push it further:
	Proposal Language
	Turn It Into a Thesis

	“I am interested in how…”
	“This paper argues that…”

	“I want to explore whether…”
	“This paper demonstrates that…”

	“I want to examine…”
	“This essay shows that…”


✏️ Example Transformation
Before (Proposal):
“I am interested in how Marianne Moore uses imagery in ‘The Fish.’”
After (Thesis):
“This paper argues that Marianne Moore’s ‘The Fish’ uses precise, layered imagery to transform the natural world into a structured aesthetic object, revealing the tension between organic life and artistic control.”

🧱 Step 2: Understanding the Structure of a 6-Page Essay
Your essay should have 5–6 main sections:
1. Introduction (1 paragraph) 
2. Body Section 1 (close reading) 
3. Body Section 2 (close reading or comparison) 
4. Body Section 3 (theoretical/secondary source integration) 
5. Optional Body Section 4 (extension or complication) 
6. Conclusion (1 paragraph) 

🗂️ Step 3: What is a “Detailed Outline”?
A detailed outline is not just bullet points. It includes:
· Your thesis 
· Topic sentences for each paragraph 
· Key textual evidence (quotes from poems) 
· Where and how you will use secondary sources 
· Brief notes on your analysis 
Think of it as a blueprint of your essay before writing it.

🧩 Step 4: Required Components of Your Outline

I. Introduction Section
· Working thesis (1–2 sentences) 
· Brief context: 
· Poet(s) (e.g., T. S. Eliot, Frank O'Hara) 
· Movement (Modernism, Postmodernism, etc.) 
· Key idea your paper will develop 

II. Body Paragraph Structure (Repeat for Each Section)
Each body paragraph in your outline should include:
1. Topic Sentence (Main Claim of Paragraph)
· What specific idea are you proving here? 
2. Textual Evidence
· Quote or reference from the poem 
· Be specific (line, image, or formal feature) 
3. Close Reading
· What is happening in the language? 
· Focus on: 
· Form (line breaks, rhythm, fragmentation) 
· Imagery 
· Sound 
· Tone 
4. Connection to Thesis
· How does this support your overall argument? 
5. Secondary Source Integration (at least 2 total in essay)
· What critic are you using? 
· What idea from them supports or complicates your reading? 
Example critics you might use:
· Theodor Adorno 
· Walter Pater 
· Fredric Jameson 

III. Secondary Sources: How to Use Them
Your essay must include at least 2 critical sources.
🔹 What counts as a critical source?
· Scholarly articles 
· Academic books 
· Peer-reviewed essays 
🔹 How to use them in your outline:
· Summarize the key idea briefly 
· Show: 
· Do you agree? 
· Extend it? 
· Challenge it? 
✏️ Example in Outline Form:
· Critic: Theodor Adorno 
· Idea: Art reflects social fragmentation 
· Use: Apply this to Eliot’s representation of the modern city 

IV. Conclusion Section
· Restate your thesis (in a refined way) 
· Show: 
· What did your analysis reveal? 
· Why does it matter? 

🧪 Step 5: Sample Outline (Model)
Topic: Urban Experience in Modernist Poetry
Thesis:
This paper argues that T. S. Eliot presents the modern city as fragmented and alienating, while Frank O'Hara reimagines urban life as immediate and personal.

Body Paragraph 1: Eliot and Fragmentation
· Topic Sentence: Eliot represents the city as disjointed and overwhelming 
· Evidence: Imagery from Preludes 
· Analysis: Disconnected images, shifting perspectives 
· Connection: Shows alienation 
· Critic: Fredric Jameson → modern fragmentation 

Body Paragraph 2: O’Hara and Immediacy
· Topic Sentence: O’Hara presents the city as lively and personal 
· Evidence: Everyday references in poems 
· Analysis: Conversational tone, movement 
· Connection: Reclaims urban experience 

Body Paragraph 3: Theoretical Frame
· Critic: Walter Pater 
· Idea: Art as sensory experience 
· Application: Compare sensory registers in both poets 

📝 Assignment Instructions (What You Submit)
Your Detailed Outline must include:
· ✔ Clear thesis statement 
· ✔ At least 4–5 body paragraphs planned 
· ✔ Specific textual references 
· ✔ At least 2 critical sources integrated 
· ✔ Bullet-point format (but detailed—not vague) 

⚠️ Common Mistakes to Avoid
· ❌ Writing a summary instead of an argument 
· ❌ Vague points (“This shows something interesting”) 
· ❌ No textual evidence 
· ❌ Adding sources without explaining them 
· ❌ No clear connection to thesis 

💡 Final Advice
Think of your outline as:
The place where your argument becomes visible, structured, and testable
A strong outline makes writing the essay much easier and clearer.
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