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Munshi Premchand 

 Birth and Early Life: Born as Dhanpat Rai Srivastava 
on July 31, 1880, in Lamhi, a small village near Varanasi, 
Uttar Pradesh, India. He later adopted the pen name Munshi 
Premchand. 
 Background: Premchand was born into a middle-class 
Kayastha family. His mother died when he was young, and 
his father, an employee in the postal department, remarried. 
Premchand's early life was marked by hardship, but he was 
deeply influenced by the oral storytelling traditions of his 
community. 
 Education: Though he had a modest education, 
Premchand was an avid reader, particularly drawn to 
classical Persian literature. He later became a teacher and 
headmaster before fully devoting himself to writing. 

Literary Career 

 Early Writing: Premchand began his writing career with the pen name "Nawab Rai." 
His first novella, Asrar-e-Ma'abid (Mysteries of the Abode), was published in 1903. 
The work highlighted social issues, a theme that would characterize much of his later 
writing. 

 Transition to Hindi: Initially, Premchand wrote in Urdu, but he transitioned to Hindi 
around 1914. This shift broadened his audience and significantly impacted Hindi 
literature. 

 Influence of Gandhi: The Indian independence movement, particularly Mahatma 
Gandhi's ideology, had a profound influence on Premchand. His works increasingly 
reflected themes of social justice, equality, and the plight of the poor and 
marginalized. 

Major Works and Themes 

1. Godaan (The Gift of a Cow, 1936) 
o Considered Premchand's magnum opus, Godaan is a poignant exploration of 

the struggles of rural India. The novel centers on Hori, a poor farmer, whose 
lifelong dream is to own a cow. The novel highlights the exploitation of 
peasants, the oppressive caste system, and the socio-economic challenges of 
rural life. 

o Themes: Exploitation, rural poverty, caste oppression, the dehumanizing 
effects of feudalism. 

2. Gaban (Embezzlement, 1931) 
o This novel examines the moral and ethical dilemmas faced by an individual 

trapped between his aspirations and societal pressures. The protagonist, 



Ramanath, succumbs to the desire for wealth and prestige, leading him into a 
life of deceit. 

o Themes: Corruption, materialism, moral decay in society, the clash between 
tradition and modernity. 

3. Nirmala (1925) 
o Nirmala deals with the tragic life of a young woman forced into marriage with 

an older man, focusing on the issues of dowry, women's oppression, and the 
harsh realities of societal expectations. 

o Themes: Gender inequality, patriarchy, social injustice, dowry system. 
4. Karmabhumi (The Land of Action, 1932) 

o This novel is a narrative of personal transformation and social reform. It 
reflects Premchand's engagement with Gandhian ideals, particularly non-
cooperation and the struggle against untouchability. 

o Themes: Social reform, non-violence, the plight of the underprivileged, 
personal responsibility. 

5. Short Stories 
o Premchand's short stories, or kathas, are equally significant, with over 300 

written during his lifetime. Some of his most famous stories include: 
 "Idgah": A touching story about a young boy, Hamid, who buys a 

pair of tongs for his grandmother instead of indulging in sweets and 
toys during Eid. 

 "Shatranj ke Khilari" (The Chess Players): Set in the backdrop of 
the British annexation of Oudh, this story is a satire on the decadence 
of the Indian aristocracy. 

 "Panch Parmeshwar": A story about justice, duty, and the moral 
dilemmas faced by those in power. 

Themes and Style 

 Realism: Premchand is known for his realistic portrayal of Indian society, especially 
the lives of the poor and oppressed. His works are devoid of romanticism, focusing 
instead on the harsh realities of life. 

 Social Issues: Central to Premchand's work is the critique of social injustices like 
caste discrimination, poverty, gender inequality, and the exploitation of the peasantry. 

 Humanism: Despite the grim realities depicted in his works, Premchand's writing is 
imbued with a deep sense of humanism. He believed in the fundamental goodness of 
people and the possibility of social reform. 

 Language and Style: Premchand's language is simple yet powerful, characterized by 
its clarity, precision, and accessibility. He employed a conversational style that 
resonated with common people. 

Legacy and Influence 

 Impact on Hindi Literature: Premchand is often referred to as the "Upanyas 
Samrat" (Emperor of Novels) in Hindi literature. He transformed the Hindi novel and 
short story into vehicles of social critique. 

 Adaptations: Many of Premchand's works have been adapted into films, plays, and 
television series. Satyajit Ray's film Shatranj ke Khilari and Doordarshan's television 
series Tehreer… Munshi Premchand Ki are notable examples. 



 Continued Relevance: The themes Premchand explored, such as social inequality, 
exploitation, and moral dilemmas, continue to resonate in contemporary society. His 
works remain an essential part of the literary canon in India. 

Conclusion 

 Munshi Premchand remains one of India's most significant literary figures. His works 
not only provide a vivid portrayal of early 20th-century Indian society but also serve 
as a powerful critique of its social, economic, and moral fabric. Through his realistic 
and humanistic storytelling, Premchand has left an indelible mark on Hindi literature, 
inspiring generations of writers and readers alike. 

                              Lecture Notes on "The Shroud" (Kafan) 

Introduction to the Story 

 Title: The Shroud (Hindi: Kafan), written by Munshi Premchand in 1936, is one of 
his most celebrated short stories. It deals with the brutal realities of poverty, caste 
discrimination, and human desensitization. 

 Context: Premchand wrote this story towards the end of his life when his perspective 
on social injustice, especially the plight of the oppressed, had become more stark and 
critical. The story reflects his deep disillusionment with the Indian social and 
economic systems. 

 Themes: Dehumanization by poverty, caste oppression, selfishness, moral decay, and 
existential crisis. 

 

Plot Summary 

The story revolves around two characters, Ghisu and Madho, a father-son duo belonging to a 
lower caste, living in extreme poverty. Ghisu is an old man, and Madho is his son. They are 
both lazy and live on begging and occasional labor, showing no motivation to work or 
improve their circumstances. 

 The Death of Budhiya: Madho’s wife, Budhiya, is in labor and writhing in pain 
inside their hut. However, instead of tending to her, Ghisu and Madho are sitting 
outside by a fire, unconcernedly discussing her condition. They realize that she might 
die, but rather than trying to help her, they reminisce about their past indulgences, 
particularly remembering a feast they had years ago. 

 Indifference and Inaction: Despite the dire condition of Budhiya, Ghisu and Madho 
continue to eat and sleep, unconcerned about her suffering. Eventually, Budhiya dies 
during childbirth, and only then do they react to her death. 

 The Shroud: Now, Ghisu and Madho face the responsibility of arranging a funeral 
for Budhiya. However, they don't even have enough money to buy a shroud (the cloth 
to cover a corpse). They decide to go to the village and beg for money. Villagers, 
moved by their plight, contribute money for the funeral. 

 Misuse of Money: Instead of using the money to buy a shroud and arrange a proper 
funeral, Ghisu and Madho spend it on liquor and food. They rationalize their decision, 



saying that a dead body feels nothing and that spending the money on the shroud is 
useless. They get drunk, abandoning the traditional rituals and further descending into 
moral and ethical decay. 

 

Analysis of Major Themes 

1. Dehumanization by Poverty: 
o Poverty is central to the story, but it goes beyond just financial hardship. 

Premchand explores how extreme poverty can strip people of their humanity, 
their empathy, and their sense of responsibility. Ghisu and Madho have 
become so accustomed to suffering and deprivation that they have lost all 
basic human decency. Even the death of a family member fails to stir any 
genuine emotion in them. 

o The characters are depicted as being trapped in a vicious cycle of poverty, 
where they have resigned themselves to a life of begging and idleness, without 
any hope or desire for improvement. 

2. Selfishness and Moral Decay: 
o Both Ghisu and Madho exhibit extreme selfishness. Their actions are centered 

on their immediate gratification rather than the basic decency of performing 
the last rites for Budhiya. This selfishness is depicted not as a choice but as an 
outcome of their prolonged exposure to poverty and a caste-based system that 
has left them powerless. 

o Their moral decay is further evident when they spend the money meant for 
Budhiya’s funeral on food and drink, showing how desensitized they have 
become to death and suffering. 

3. Critique of Caste System: 
o The story indirectly addresses the oppressive caste system that traps Ghisu and 

Madho in a life of poverty and misery. As members of a lower caste, their 
opportunities are limited, and they are socially ostracized. 

o The indifference of the villagers to their plight, until they see a death in the 
family, reflects the larger social neglect of lower-caste people and the 
hypocrisy in performing social rituals without addressing the root causes of 
poverty. 

4. Futility of Social Rituals: 
o Premchand critiques the hollow nature of social and religious rituals through 

Ghisu and Madho’s decision to not buy a shroud for Budhiya. In a way, they 
reject the societal norms that have never benefited them. 

o Their reasoning, though morally questionable, presents a bitter truth: when 
society itself is indifferent to the suffering of the poor, the rituals it imposes 
become meaningless. 

5. Human Nature and Existential Despair: 
o Through Ghisu and Madho, Premchand delves into the darker aspects of 

human nature. The story suggests that when individuals are pushed to the 
extreme edge of survival, their priorities shift. Basic human decency, 
responsibility, and ethics can erode in the face of unrelenting hardship. 

o Their existential despair is evident in their detachment from life and death, as 
well as their inability to escape the conditions imposed by poverty. 



 

Character Analysis 

1. Ghisu: 
o The older of the two, Ghisu is a lazy and manipulative man. He is portrayed as 

being shameless about his idleness and his neglect of his dying daughter-in-
law. His memories of past indulgences reveal his hedonistic tendencies. 

o Ghisu represents a figure who has lost all sense of duty and morality, having 
resigned himself to a parasitic existence. 

2. Madho: 
o Madho, Ghisu’s son, mirrors his father’s attitude. While he is younger and less 

experienced, he follows in Ghisu’s footsteps, with no sense of responsibility 
towards his wife, Budhiya. 

o Madho’s reaction to his wife’s death is devoid of emotional depth, showing 
his moral decay. 

3. Budhiya: 
o Though she is a central figure in the story, Budhiya never appears on stage. 

Her suffering and death serve as a backdrop to reveal the selfishness and 
moral degradation of Ghisu and Madho. 

o She symbolizes the silent suffering of countless women in impoverished 
households, who bear the brunt of both patriarchal oppression and poverty. 

 

Symbolism 

1. The Shroud: 
o The shroud, or kafan, symbolizes social respectability and religious duty. It is 

supposed to offer dignity to the deceased. However, Ghisu and Madho’s 
refusal to buy one symbolizes their rejection of societal norms that have done 
nothing to alleviate their misery. 

o It also represents the futility of rituals in a world where survival is the primary 
concern. 

2. Food and Drink: 
o The feast that Ghisu and Madho indulge in represents their immediate escape 

from the harshness of their reality. It is symbolic of their short-term desires, 
which take precedence over long-term responsibilities or societal expectations. 

o Their gluttony also reflects a coping mechanism in the face of existential 
despair. 

 

Conclusion 

"The Shroud" (Kafan) is a powerful commentary on poverty, social inequality, and the 
human condition. Through the characters of Ghisu and Madho, Premchand exposes how 
extreme poverty can lead to a complete erosion of human values, making people indifferent 
to even the most basic moral obligations. The story does not offer solutions but presents a 



stark, realistic portrayal of human life at its most destitute, urging readers to reflect on the 
systemic issues of poverty, caste, and social neglect. 

 

Videos on the Indian Caste System 

1. https://youtu.be/r4N98tQsp64?si=11Sg1FRED04V_JN5  [Article 15 clip] 
2. https://youtu.be/zSUSFbyojrY?si=URyHqFYZ52opMxOP [Caste System in 

Ancient India] 
3. https://youtu.be/HKOJY0cU63E?si=_pGZAPA4yH_aG9E0 [Article 15 

trailer] 

 

Ruskin Bond 

 Birth and Early Life: Ruskin Bond was 
born on May 19, 1934, in Kasauli, Punjab 
Province, British India. He was the son of 
Edith Clarke and Aubrey Alexander 
Bond. His father served in the Royal Air 
Force during World War II, and his 
parents separated when he was young. 
Bond spent much of his early life in 
boarding schools and with his mother 
after his father's death. 
 Influences: Bond's early years were 
marked by loneliness, which led him to 
find solace in reading and writing. He was 
deeply influenced by British and Indian 

authors, including Charles Dickens, Rudyard Kipling, and R.K. Narayan. 

Literary Career 

 First Success: Ruskin Bond wrote his first novel, The Room on the Roof, when he 
was just 17 years old. The novel won the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize in 1957, marking 
the beginning of his literary career. 

 Themes: Ruskin Bond spent much of his childhood and later years in Mussoorie, a 
Northern Indian town, which also serves as a frequent setting in his works. Bond’s 
works are characterized by their simplicity, vivid descriptions of nature, and 
exploration of human emotions. His stories often reflect the beauty of the Indian 
landscape, particularly the Himalayan region, and the lives of ordinary people. 

Major Works and Themes 

1. The Room on the Roof (1956) 
o Plot: This semi-autobiographical novel tells the story of Rusty, a lonely 

Anglo-Indian boy who runs away from his strict guardian's home in Dehradun 



to live with his Indian friends. The story explores Rusty’s journey of self-
discovery and his experiences in the vibrant streets of India. 

o Themes: Identity, independence, cross-cultural relationships, and the search 
for belonging. 

o Significance: The novel is a reflection of Bond's own experiences growing up 
as an Anglo-Indian in post-colonial India, grappling with questions of identity 
and belonging. 

2. A Flight of Pigeons (1978) 
o Plot: Set during the Indian Rebellion of 1857, this historical novella tells the 

story of Ruth Labadoor, a British girl whose family is killed in the revolt. She 
is taken in by an Indian family, where she forms a deep bond with the family 
members, particularly Javed Khan, who wishes to marry her. 

o Themes: Cultural conflict, love, survival, and the human side of historical 
events. 

o Significance: The novella highlights the complexities of the British-Indian 
relationship during a tumultuous period in history, focusing on the personal 
rather than the political. 

3. The Blue Umbrella (1974) 
o Plot: This charming novella follows the story of a little girl named Binya who 

trades her lucky leopard’s claw pendant for a beautiful blue umbrella. The 
umbrella becomes the envy of everyone in her village, particularly a 
shopkeeper named Ram Bharosa, who schemes to get it for himself. 

o Themes: Innocence, greed, kindness, and redemption. 
o Significance: The Blue Umbrella is a moral tale that illustrates the contrast 

between childlike innocence and the often corrupt world of adults. It’s a story 
that resonates with both children and adults, showcasing Bond’s ability to 
write across age groups. 

4. Our Trees Still Grow in Dehra (1991) 
o Plot: This collection of stories is semi-autobiographical, recounting Bond's 

experiences growing up in Dehradun. It reflects on his memories, his 
relationship with his father, and his observations of the changing landscape 
and society. 

o Themes: Nostalgia, change, the passage of time, and the connection between 
humans and nature. 

o Significance: The collection captures Bond's deep emotional connection to his 
roots in Dehradun and the natural world. It also highlights his melancholic 
reflection on how modernity and urbanization have altered the landscape of 
his childhood. 

5. Delhi is Not Far (1994) 
o Plot: This novel revolves around the lives of a group of small-town people in 

Pipalnagar, who dream of escaping to Delhi, the city of opportunities. The 
story is narrated by Arun, a struggling writer, and delves into the aspirations, 
frustrations, and realities of small-town life. 

o Themes: Aspirations, dreams versus reality, small-town life, and the struggle 
for survival. 

o Significance: Bond captures the essence of small-town India and the universal 
human desire for a better life. The novel is a poignant exploration of hope and 
despair, dreams and disillusionment. 

Style and Literary Techniques 



 Simplicity: Bond’s writing is known for its simplicity and clarity. He uses 
straightforward language, which makes his stories accessible to a wide audience, 
including children. 

 Nature Descriptions: One of the hallmarks of Bond’s writing is his vivid portrayal of 
the natural world. His works are rich in descriptions of the flora and fauna of the 
Himalayan region, reflecting his deep love for nature. 

 Characterization: Bond’s characters are often ordinary people, but he brings them to 
life with rich details and deep empathy. He portrays their emotions and struggles with 
great sensitivity, making them relatable to readers. 

 Nostalgia and Melancholy: Many of Bond’s stories are imbued with a sense of 
nostalgia and melancholy. He often reflects on the passage of time, the loss of 
innocence, and the changes brought by modernity. 

Themes in Bond’s Work 

1. Nature and Environment: Bond’s love for nature is evident in almost all his works. 
He often contrasts the beauty and serenity of the natural world with the chaos of 
human life. 

2. Childhood and Innocence: Many of Bond’s stories center around children and their 
experiences. He explores the innocence, curiosity, and imagination of childhood, 
often contrasting it with the complexities of adult life. 

3. Isolation and Loneliness: Bond’s characters often experience isolation or loneliness, 
reflecting his own experiences. However, they usually find solace in nature or in 
simple human connections. 

4. Cultural Hybridity: As an Anglo-Indian, Bond frequently explores themes of 
cultural identity and hybridity. His characters often navigate between different 
cultures, reflecting the complexities of post-colonial Indian society. 

Legacy and Influence 

 Contribution to Indian Literature: Ruskin Bond is one of India’s most beloved 
authors, particularly known for his contribution to children’s literature. His works 
have been translated into several languages, and his stories are part of school 
curriculums across India. 

 Awards and Recognition: Bond has received numerous awards, including the 
Sahitya Akademi Award in 1992 for his collection Our Trees Still Grow in Dehra. He 
was also awarded the Padma Shri in 1999 and the Padma Bhushan in 2014, two of 
India’s highest civilian honors. 

 Cultural Impact: Bond’s stories have been adapted into films and television shows, 
most notably Vishal Bhardwaj’s adaptation of The Blue Umbrella. His works continue 
to resonate with readers of all ages, making him a timeless figure in Indian literature. 

Conclusion 

 Ruskin Bond’s literature is a testament to the power of simple storytelling. His works, 
deeply rooted in the Indian landscape and culture, explore universal themes of love, 
loss, and the beauty of everyday life. Bond’s ability to capture the essence of human 
emotions with simplicity and elegance has earned him a special place in the hearts of 
readers and a lasting legacy in Indian literature. 



 

Lecture Notes on "The Eyes Are Not Here" 

Introduction 

 Title: "The Eyes Are Not Here" is a short story by Ruskin Bond, also known by its 
alternative title "The Girl on the Train." It is one of Bond's most famous short stories, 
known for its simplicity, subtlety, and surprising twist. 

 Themes: The story touches on themes of perception, human connection, loneliness, 
and the nature of reality. It is a poignant exploration of how individuals interact with 
and perceive the world around them, particularly when their senses are limited. 

 

Plot Summary 

 Setting: The story is set on a train journey from Rohana to Dehra, where the narrator, 
a young blind man, encounters a girl in the same compartment. The entire story 
unfolds within the confines of this train compartment. 

 Narrator’s Perspective: The narrator, who is blind, overhears a young woman 
entering the compartment and sits across from him. He doesn't reveal his blindness to 
the girl and engages her in conversation, relying on his other senses—particularly his 
hearing and sense of smell—to perceive her presence and interpret the world around 
him. 

 Interaction with the Girl: The conversation between the narrator and the girl is light 
and brief. The narrator is captivated by her voice and the sound of her laughter, 
imagining her beauty based on her voice and the fragrance she carries. He asks her 
about the scenery outside, and she describes the beauty of the hills, the trees, and the 
scenery she sees, allowing him to experience the world through her eyes. 

 Departure: The girl mentions that she will get off at Saharanpur, and when the train 
reaches the station, she bids the narrator goodbye. After she leaves, another passenger 
enters the compartment, and the narrator, now feeling a sense of loneliness and 
curiosity, asks the new passenger about the girl. 

 The Twist: The twist in the story comes when the new passenger informs the narrator 
that the girl was actually blind. This revelation surprises the narrator (and the reader) 
and recontextualizes the entire interaction, highlighting the theme of perception and 
the limitations of human senses. 

 

Analysis of Major Themes 

1. Perception and Reality: 
o The story delves into the idea that reality is subjective and that our perception 

of the world is shaped by our senses and imagination. The narrator, despite 
being blind, creates a vivid mental picture of the girl based on her voice, 
smell, and the conversation they share. 

o The twist at the end underscores the irony that both characters are blind, yet 
they engage in a conversation about the world they cannot see. This challenges 



the reader’s assumptions about perception and reality, illustrating how much 
of our understanding is based on interpretation rather than objective truth. 

2. Human Connection: 
o The brief interaction between the narrator and the girl highlights the human 

need for connection. Despite their brief encounter, there is a moment of 
genuine human connection between them, marked by kindness and curiosity. 

o The story also reflects the isolation felt by the narrator due to his blindness. 
The conversation with the girl offers him a fleeting sense of companionship, 
making her departure all the more poignant. 

3. Loneliness and Isolation: 
o The narrator’s blindness symbolizes his isolation from the world. His 

conversation with the girl momentarily alleviates his loneliness, but her 
departure and the subsequent revelation of her blindness deepen his sense of 
isolation. 

o The train compartment itself is a metaphor for the isolation and transient 
nature of human relationships. Just as passengers board and depart the train, 
people enter and leave each other’s lives, often without leaving a lasting 
impact. 

4. Irony and Surprise: 
o The story is rich in irony, particularly in the way the narrator perceives the 

girl. He is unaware that she shares his blindness, and this shared condition is 
what ultimately connects them on a deeper level, unbeknownst to both during 
their interaction. 

o The surprise ending challenges the reader’s perceptions and assumptions, 
making the story’s conclusion both poignant and thought-provoking. 

 

Character Analysis 

1. The Narrator: 
o The narrator is a young, blind man who is introspective and imaginative. He 

doesn’t reveal his blindness to the girl, perhaps out of a desire to be perceived 
as “normal” or to engage with her without the preconceptions that often 
accompany disability. 

o His character reflects a deep yearning for connection and understanding, as 
well as a poignant acceptance of his condition. His reliance on his other senses 
shows his resilience and adaptability, but the revelation at the end highlights 
his vulnerability. 

2. The Girl: 
o The girl is depicted as cheerful and kind, engaging with the narrator without 

revealing her own blindness. She describes the outside scenery to the narrator, 
unknowingly participating in a shared experience of imagined perception. 

o Her character remains somewhat enigmatic, as the story is told from the 
narrator’s perspective. The revelation of her blindness adds a layer of 
complexity to her character, emphasizing the story’s themes of perception and 
reality. 

 



Style and Literary Techniques 

1. Narrative Style: 
o The story is told in the first-person perspective, allowing readers to experience 

the world through the narrator’s limited senses. This perspective creates an 
intimate connection with the narrator, drawing readers into his thoughts and 
feelings. 

o Bond’s use of simple, clear language reflects the straightforwardness of the 
story while also allowing for the subtlety of the plot twist to have a stronger 
impact. 

2. Imagery and Sensory Details: 
o Despite the narrator’s blindness, Bond uses rich sensory details to create a 

vivid picture of the scene. The descriptions of sounds, smells, and textures 
compensate for the lack of visual imagery, emphasizing the other senses and 
how they contribute to the narrator’s perception of the world. 

o The conversation about the outside scenery, though described by the girl, is 
imagined by the narrator, creating a contrast between what is real and what is 
perceived. 

3. Irony and Foreshadowing: 
o The story is laced with irony, particularly in the way the narrator and the girl 

interact without knowing they share the same disability. The twist ending is 
foreshadowed subtly through the narrator’s focus on the girl’s descriptions and 
his reliance on his imagination to perceive the world. 

o The title itself, "The Eyes Are Not Here," serves as a clue to the reader about 
the blindness of the characters, though its full meaning is only revealed at the 
end. 

 

Conclusion 

 Moral and Reflection: "The Eyes Are Not Here" is a story that encourages readers to 
reflect on how we perceive the world and the people around us. It challenges 
assumptions about disability, emphasizing that our perception of others is often 
limited by our own biases and lack of understanding. 

 Enduring Appeal: The story’s simplicity, combined with its profound themes and 
surprising twist, makes it a timeless piece that continues to resonate with readers. It 
exemplifies Bond’s skill in crafting stories that are both accessible and deeply 
meaningful. 

 

 

 

 


