WORLD LITERATURE II: GOING BEYOND THE EUROCENTRIC
 
EN 208-005 (Fall 2025)
TR 3:30-4:45 PM
Rowand-Johnson 204
Amrita Bakshi 
https://english.ua.edu/graduate-student/amrita-bakshi/  
 
Office Hours: 
Wednesdays, 11 AM – 1 PM (on Zoom and by appointment)
Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://ua-edu.zoom.us/j/81277208953?pwd=bEF1b3lVcDcyUSs3enVPZHR1OW0vZz09
Meeting ID: 812 7720 8953
Passcode: 846735
Email: abakshi@crimson.ua.edu
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is a survey of World Literature, going beyond the Eurocentric literary traditions. We will predominantly focus on Indian writings in English and in translation. We will also read and study some celebrated works from African, South American, and Asian authors. These texts highlight precolonial, postcolonial, personal, and political understanding of a world and its people that are largely understudied by Western or Eurocentric scholarship.
 
This course is broad in scope and content rather than specific and should emphasize a global perspective. The course presents major intellectual and aesthetic ideas, covers multiple genres over a broad historical/literary period, and includes substantial writing assignments encouraging the development of critical thinking skills. The course requires students to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge, and considers the subject in relation to other disciplines and its application to human concerns.
 
This course addresses the ability to deal with questions of values, ethics, or aesthetics as they are represented in humanistic fields of learning, including but not limited to literature, philosophy, religious studies, speech, foreign languages, art, music, and dance. The course is broad in scope and content, rather than specific, and takes a global perspective of the subject matter and the relationship between all points of view suggested by it (i.e., an analytical, not geographical approach). The course emphasizes history and appreciation, rather than performance, of the humanities.
 
LEARNING GOALS:
By the end of the term, students should be able to
● Understand (in broad strokes) some foundations of world literature through texts
from a wide range of times and places
● Discuss major currents in modern international thought, especially concerning
history, aesthetics ethics, and what’s gained and lost in translation
● Connect ideas and problems among literary traditions from three different
continents
● Develop a personal stance towards major currents in world philosophical and
literary history
● Discover international texts that entertain or enliven us, that engage our curiosity
about the world, and that might help us navigate 21st century life as citizens of the
world
● Ask productive questions for further reading in world literature
 
Required Books:
All required texts will be uploaded on Blackboard
 
Attendance Policy:
Your prompt attendance at every class meeting is expected. Be aware that every missed class
involves missed quizzes and other graded exercises that cannot be made up. You are considered absent any time you are not in class, no matter what the reason. Classes will almost always end with either weekly quiz or weekly presentation – quizzes and presentations cannot be made up.
Note: things do come up, so two missed quiz/presentation grades (or two lowest daily grades) will automatically be dropped at the end of the semester. The most important thing is to be proactive in communicating with me when things come up or absences start accumulating. 
 
Extra Credit Opportunity: 
You may write a response essay to the class reading of your choice (about one page). These are not summaries or analysis assignments; they are personal reactions to the text. Why did you like it? Why did you hate it? What personal connection do you have to it? You will need to discuss this with me after mid-term grades are uploaded. The extra credit will be given in the form of raising your Daily grade by one letter grade.
 
Classroom Environment [STUDENTS SOURCED]
 
 
Writing Center
The Writing Center, located in 322 Lloyd Hall, is a wonderful resource for students. They do not proofread papers or write papers for you, but they can help with overall structure, organization, development, and mechanics. Take a copy of the writing assignment sheet and any work you’ve completed toward the assignment if you go. Go to http://writingcenter.ua.edu/ for more information or to set up an appointment.
 
The English Department
The English Department offers a major and five minors (English; Creative Writing; Linguistics; Comparative and World Literature; and Digital, Public, and Professional Writing).
If you are interested in becoming an English major or minor, feel free to ask me for more information or drop by the Undergraduate Studies Office in English Building 103. You can also check out our website: www.english.ua.edu.
 
Wellness Resources and Basic Needs 
· Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or who lacks a safe and stable place to live is urged to contact the Dean of Students (Ferguson Center 3rd floor; 205-348-3326) for support. Furthermore, please notify me if you are comfortable in doing so, and I will work with you to find appropriate resources. 
· If you are struggling with unhealthy thoughts or behaviors, experiencing hazing/harassment, battling mental illness, and/or find yourself in financial hardship or facing food insecurity, or if you just want someone to listen, please know that there are people here to help and who will keep your information private via HIPAA guidelines.  
 
College can be a stressful time. If you or someone you know is facing a challenging time or dealing with academic or personal stress, anxiety, depression, or other concerns, we strongly encourage and support you to seek assistance or to help friends find the care that they may need.
 
If you are experiencing a personal crisis and need urgent assistance, you can also contact the following resources:
 
Counseling Center
· Monday-Friday during routine Center hours (205-348-3863).
· Weekends, holidays, after-hours (contact UAPD at 205-348-5454 and ask to speak with the on-call counselor).
· You may also text BAMA to 741-741 to text with a trained volunteer.
Women and Gender Resource Center
· Monday-Friday during routine Center hours (205-348-5040).
· Weekends, holidays, after-hours (contact UAPD at 205-348-5454 and ask to speak to the on-call advocate for the WGRC.
Here are some other resources that may be particularly useful: 
· Suicide Prevention: https://counseling.sa.ua.edu/tide-against-suicide/ 
· Office of Student Care and Wellbeing (can provide emergency loans and food assistance): https://bamacares.sa.ua.edu/ 
· Student Health Center and Pharmacy: https://shc.sa.ua.edu/ 
· UAct: https://www.ua.edu/campuslife/uact/ 
 
 
	Classwork and Exams
	Description
	Weightage

	Daily Work                
	Tuesdays
	1. 10 Multiple Choice Questions
2. Overview of the text/s: Historical context, Author etc.
	25%

	
	Thursdays
	1. Group Discussions (for 10 Marks)
2. Textual Analysis, Research, Presentation
	

	Mid-term Exam
[Date: Tuesday 30 September 2025 – from 3:30 PM to 4:45 PM – Rowand-Johnson 204]
	1. 5 Multiple Choice Questions (5*1=5)
2. – Generated from Tuesday Quizzes
3. 2 (out of 4) Short Essay type questions to answer (2*10=20)
4. – Generated from Thursday Discussions
	25%

	Final Exam
[Date:  Tuesday 9 December 2025 – from 3:30 PM to 4:45 PM – Rowand-Johnson 204]
	1. 25 Multiple Choice Questions (25*1=25)
2. – Generated from Tuesday Quizzes
	25%

	Final Essay
[Deadline:  Sunday, 14 December 2025 by 5 PM]
	1. 4-6 pages, double spaced, 12 font size, Times New Roman, MLA format (for 25 Marks)
2. Formal Analytical Essay, using at least 1 critical secondary source.
3. Thesis of your own choosing (options generated from class discussions)
	25%


 
 
 
 
CLASS CALENDAR
[Subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class and via email.]
 
WEEK 1
Thurs 8/21
in-class:
· Introduction to World Literature II: Going Beyond the Eurocentric
· Discussing the syllabus
· Classroom policies/environment: Students sourced
· Welcome letters
· Interpreting a poem as a class
	 

	 
	 


 
 
WEEK 2 [POETRY 1]
Tues 8/26
prep before class:
· Read “Where the Mind is Without Fear” (by Rabindranath Tagore),” Our Casuarina Tree” (by Toru Dutt), “Enterprise” (by Nissim Ezekiel), “An Introduction” (by Kamala Das) [all uploaded on Blackboard]
in-class:
· Overview of the poems: Historical context, Author and Text details, Overall themes and ideas in the poems
· Read in class
· Weekly Quiz
 
Thurs 8/28
prep before class:
· Reread the poems keeping the Tuesday discussion in mind
in-class:
· Group discussions based on the prompts given by the teacher; each group will give presentations at the end of the class.
 
	 

	 
	 


 
 
WEEK 3 [SHORT STORY 1]
Tues 9/2
prep before class:
· Read “The Shroud” by Munshi Prem Chand and “The Eyes are not Here” by Ruskin Bond [all uploaded on Blackboard]
in-class:
· Overview of the Short Stories: Historical context, Author and Text details, Overall themes and ideas in the stories
· Read in class
· Weekly Quiz
 
Thurs 9/4
prep before class:
· Reread the short stories keeping the Tuesday discussion in mind
in-class:
· Group discussions based on the prompts given by the teacher; each group will give presentations at the end of the class.
	 

	 
	 


 
 
WEEK 4 [NOVEL 1]
Tues 9/9
prep before class:
· Read The Home and the World by Rabindranath Tagore – Chapters 1 and 2 [all uploaded on Blackboard]
in-class:
· Overview of the Novel: Historical context, Author and Text details, Overall themes and ideas in the Novel
· Read in class
· Weekly Quiz
 
Thurs 9/11
prep before class:
· Reread the Chapters keeping the Tuesday discussion in mind
in-class:
· Group discussions based on the prompts given by the teacher; each group will give presentations at the end of the class.
 
	 

	 
	 


 
WEEK 5 [NOVEL 2]
Tues 9/16
prep before class:
· Read The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy – Chapter 1 [uploaded on Blackboard]
in-class:
· Overview of the Novel: Historical context, Author and Text details, Overall themes and ideas in the Novel
· Read in class
· Weekly Quiz
 
Thurs 9/18
prep before class:
· Reread the Chapter keeping the Tuesday discussion in mind
in-class:
· Group discussions based on the prompts given by the teacher; each group will give presentations at the end of the class
	 

	 
	 


 
[bookmark: _Hlk111558814][bookmark: _Hlk111561880]WEEK 6 [MID-TERM REVISION]
Tues 9/23
· Class dismissed for study break
 
Thurs 9/25
prep before class:
· Reread all past texts
in-class:
· Revision before Mid-term
 
	 

	 
	 


 
WEEK 7 [Mid-term Exam]
Tues 9/30
in-class:
· Mid-term Examination – usual class time and place
Thurs 10/2
[bookmark: _Hlk111558968]in-class:
· General Research Day: Intro to Final Essay, Thesis ideas, Secondary Critical Sources
 
	 

	 
	 


 
WEEK 8 [SHORT STORY 2] – Midterm Grading
Tues 10/7
prep before class:
· “Man-Man” by V S Naipaul and “Sleep” by Haruki Murakami [all uploaded on Blackboard]
in-class:
· Overview of the Short Stories: Historical context, Author and Text details, Overall themes and ideas in the stories
· Read in class
· Weekly Quiz 
Thurs 10/9
prep before class:
· Reread the short stories keeping the Tuesday discussion in mind
in-class:
· Group discussions based on the prompts given by the teacher; each group will give presentations at the end of the class
 
WEEK 9 [NOVEL 3]
Tues 10/14
Tues 10/21
prep before class:
· Read Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe – Chapters 1-3 [all uploaded on Blackboard]
in-class:
· Overview of the Novel: Historical context, Author and Text details, Overall themes and ideas in the Novel
· Read in class
· Weekly Quiz
Wed 10/15 – Midterm Grades due by 11:59pm
Thurs 10/16
prep before class:
· Reread the novel keeping the Tuesday discussion in mind
in-class:
· Group discussions based on the prompts given by the teacher; each group will give presentations at the end of the class
 
WEEK 10 
Teacher goes to conference – Classes Dismissed

WEEK 11 [POETRY 2]
Tues 10/28
prep before class:
· Read a collection of Matsuo Basho’s Haikus [all uploaded on Blackboard]
in-class:
· Overview of the poems: Historical context, Author and Text details, Overall themes and ideas in the poems
· Read in class
· Weekly Quiz
· Group discussions based on the prompts given by the teacher; each group will give presentations at the end of the class.


10/30	Midterm Study Break—Classes dismissed 10/30-10/31
	 

	 
	 


 
WEEK 12 [DRAMA 1]
Tues 11/4 
prep before class:
· Read The Trial of Dedan Kimathi by By Ngugi wa Thiong'o and Micere Githae Mugo – First Movement [uploaded on Blackboard]
in-class:
· Overview of the play: Historical context, Author and Text details, Overall themes and ideas in the play
· Read in class
· Weekly Quiz
 
Thurs 11/6
prep before class:
· Reread the movement keeping the Tuesday discussion in mind
in-class:
· Group discussions based on the prompts given by the teacher; each group will give presentations at the end of the class
	 

	 
	 


 
WEEK 13 [ESSAY WRITING WEEK 1]
Tues 11/11
prep before class:
· Finalize the topic/thesis for your final essay.
in-class:
· Write the detailed outline 
 
Thurs 11/13
prep before class:
· Bring outline to class
in-class:
· Individual conferences on outlines (if needed) – write in class (at least 500 words)
	 

	 
	 


 
WEEK 14 [ESSAY WRITING WEEK 2]
Tues 11/18
in-class:
· Continue writing the final essay in class (till you reach 4 pages)
Thurs 11/20 ---- Teacher goes to conference – Class Dismissed – Graded Homework given
· Finish writing a complete draft of the final essay. Then submit it on Blackboard by the end of the day.
Week 15: Thanksgiving Week—Classes Dismissed

	 

	 
	 



	 

	 
	 


WEEK 16 [Revision]
Tues 12/2
prep before class:
· Reread all past texts
in-class:
· Revision before Final Exam

Thu 12/4
prep before class:
· Submit final draft of the Final Essay on Blackboard before class.
in-class:
· One-on-one Conferences on individual Final Essays


WEEK 17 (4/28 to 5/2): Final Exam Week
· Final Exam on Tuesday 9 December 2025 – from 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM – Rowand-Johnson 204.
· Submit your Final Essay by Sunday, 14 December 2025 by 5 PM on Blackboard.



WORLD LITERATURE II: GOING BEYOND THE EUROCENTRIC       EN 208 - 00 5   ( Fall   202 5 )   TR  3 : 30 - 4:45   PM   Rowand - Johnson 204   Amrita Bakshi    https://english.ua.edu/graduate - student/amrita - bakshi/           Office Hours:     Wednesdays, 11 AM  –   1 PM (on Zoom and by appointment)   Join Zoom Meeting:    https://ua - edu.zoom.us/j/81277208953?pwd=bEF1b3lVcDcyUSs3enVPZHR1OW0vZz09   Meeting ID: 812 7720 8953   Passcode:  846735   Email:   abakshi@crimson.ua.edu               COURSE DESCRIPTION:   This course is a survey of World Literature, going beyond the Eurocentric literary traditions.  We will predominantly focus on Indian  writings in English and in translation. We will also  read and study some celebrated works from African, South American, and Asian authors.  These texts highlight precolonial, postcolonial, personal, and political understanding of a  world and its people that   are largely understudied by Western or Eurocentric scholarship.       This course is broad in scope and content rather than specific and should emphasize a global  perspective. The course presents major intellectual and aesthetic ideas, covers multiple genres  over a broad historical/literary period, and includes substantial w riting assignments  encouraging the development of critical thinking skills. The course requires students to  analyze, synthesize, and evaluate knowledge, and considers the subject in relation to other  disciplines and its application to human concerns.       This course addresses the ability to deal with questions of values, ethics, or aesthetics as they  are represented in humanistic fields of learning, including but not limited to literature,  philosophy, religious studies, speech, foreign languages, art, musi c, and dance. The course is  broad in scope and content, rather than specific, and takes a global perspective of the subject  matter and the relationship between all points of view suggested by it (i.e., an analytical, not  geographical approach). The course  emphasizes history and appreciation, rather than  performance, of the humanities.       LEARNING GOALS:   By the end of the term, students should be able to   ●  Understand  (in broad strokes) some foundations of world literature through texts   from a wide range of times and places   ●  Discuss  major currents in modern international thought, especially concerning   history, aesthetics ethics, and what’s gained and lost in translation   ●  Connect  ideas and  problems among literary traditions from three different   continents  

