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Course Policies

Professor: Amrita Bakshi
· Office: Join Zoom Meeting
https://ua-edu.zoom.us/j/81277208953?pwd=bEF1b3lVcDcyUSs3enVPZHR1OW0vZz09 
Meeting ID: 812 7720 8953
Passcode: 846735
· Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:00am-12:00pm and by appointment
· Email: abakshi@ua.edu. 
Emails will be answered within 24 hours on weekdays and 72 hours on weekends. If I do not respond to your email within this time frame, please send a gentle reminder.
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Course Description
Intended for students with a high school GPA of 3.0 and above. With the completion of EN 103 with a grade of C- or higher, the general education requirement for Written Composition is completed. Covers rhetorical strategies, critical reading and thinking skills, composing processes, sentence-level conventions, reflection skills, as well as university-level research and source usage techniques. Grades are reported as A, B, C, or NC (No Credit). EN 103 does not apply as credit to the English major or minor.
Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of the semester, you will:
· Develop a repertoire of diverse rhetorical strategies that will enable you to assess and appropriately respond to each assignment’s genre, audience, and purpose.
· Demonstrate in writing a strong command of critical thinking skills such as analysis, synthesis, interpretation, and evaluation.
· Locate assignment-appropriate sources in the library and online.
· Synthesize ethically summarized, paraphrased, and quoted source material into academic arguments.
· Compose essays by working through multiple drafts; participating in opportunities for peer and instructor feedback; applying that feedback in revisions; and, in general, treating the composition of any written text as a deliberate and recursive process.
· Employ grammar, punctuation, mechanics, usage, and citation and paper formatting in a manner appropriate to the genre and assignment being composed.
· Reflect, in writing, on your own development as a writer.
Required Texts
· No book purchase is necessary
Other Required Course Materials
· Wavelength, the free e-text from UA’s First-Year Writing Program.
· Access to a computer and printer and daily access to email and BBL
· Pen or pencil
· Notebook with paper
· Folder or binder to store class notes, process writing, etc.
Classroom Environment
One of the University of Alabama’s greatest strengths is our student body. Together we represent different regional, international, racial, gender, physical, cognitive, socio-economic, cultural, and religious backgrounds. Bringing our rich and varied perspectives into the classroom is a valuable resource and opportunity for us to understand and learn from our campus community. To ensure that all perspectives/identities/worldviews are respected and valued in class, please note the following:
· Treat others the way you want to be treated. Recognize and value the experiences, abilities, and knowledge each person brings to class. Help me foster a class environment where everyone feels empowered to learn.
· Please let me know if something said or done in the classroom, by either myself or others, causes offense or discomfort. Likewise, please let me know if something outside of class is preventing you from fully engaging with the course. Please offer your viewpoints! 
· If you have a question or concern, chances are another student in the class is having a similar experience. By speaking up (either in class, privately via email or office hours, or anonymously) you are potentially helping your classmates. 
· When using a laptop or tablet in class, please stay focused on class work and don’t have material on your screen that could distract you or your classmates.
· As professional courtesy, please put cell phones away during class time.
· To enhance the learning and engagement of this class, we will work with pen/pencil and paper regularly. If you have a specific need to use technology during these times, please speak to me outside of class or email me. If you see another student using technology, please assume they have my permission. 
Attendance Policy
To succeed in this class, you must show up and complete the work as assigned. Your voice and presence in class matter. The First-year Writing Program makes reasonable allowances for absences. Please see the “Grading Policy” and “Missed Coursework” sections of this syllabus and review the following information carefully:
· You may not miss more than six class meetings for fall and spring classes meeting three times a week, four class meetings for fall and spring classes meeting twice a week, or three class meetings for summer classes.
· If you miss more classes, you will receive a course grade of NC (“No Credit”) for excessive absences. 
· If you have attendance-related accommodations through ODS, or if you miss class due to legitimate circumstances beyond your control (i.e., documented illness, a medical emergency, or a family funeral; activities at which you officially represent the University of Alabama), you should promptly communicate them to your instructor and keep documentation in case you need to appeal your grade. 
· You may appeal an attendance-related NC grade to the Director of First-year Writing after final grades have been submitted. You can find information about appeals on our website.
Outline of Topics
The major assignments for this course are:
1. Textual Analysis. A first person analytical/exploratory paper rooted in a text you find interesting and want to learn more about. This essay will give you the opportunity to consider a meaningful topic for research, work with a primary source of your choice, and practice basic writing skills.
2. Annotated Bibliography. Using the topic from the Textual Analysis, you will formulate a research question about a related issue. You will use library resources and web research to locate 4-6 appropriate, relevant, and reliable sources about that topic. You will summarize and analyze these sources and then write a short synthesis to identify patterns and distinctions among the sources.
3. Research Essay. The Research Essay will answer the research question formulated in the Annotated Bibliography. You will compose an original essay about your topic using evidence from the sources in the Annotated Bibliography and any additional sources needed to support the thesis. You will make claims, use evidence from the sources to support those claims, and explain how they relate to the thesis and/or major point being made in each paragraph. 
4. Remix, Analysis, and Presentation. For your final project, you will remix your research into a different genre for a specific audience. You will write an analysis of your remix and present your research to the class.
Exams and Assignments
Assignments are weighted as follows:

	Coursework
	Word Count
	% of Final Grade
	Due

	Textual Analysis
	1000 - 1250 words

	15%
	Sunday, Sept. 14 at 11:59 PM

	Annotated Bibliography 
	1500 - 2000 words
	15%
	Sunday, October 12 at 11:59 PM

	Research Paper
	1500-2000 words

	15%
	Sunday, Nov. 9 at 11:59 PM

	Remix and Analysis
	600-800 words for the analysis 

	15%
	Friday, 12 December 2025 at 11:59 PM

	Process Work (Brainstorming / prewriting, drafts, peer review, reflections, group work, in-class writing, and other classwork and homework)
	
	40%
	



Policy on Missed Exams and Coursework
· Class discussions, group work, in-class writing, peer review, or other daily class work in a writing class cannot be reconstructed. Therefore, in-class work missed due to absence or tardiness cannot be made up.
· Process work, drafts, journals, and other work submitted electronically must be turned in by the deadline. Talk to me before the due date if you have extenuating circumstances and need to request a possible extension.
· One major paper (not including the final) will be accepted up to a week late with no point deductions. Please let me know in advance of the deadline if you plan to take this one-time extension. Beyond that, late papers are penalized 5 points per day late, including weekends and non-class days.
· Outstanding coursework will not be accepted in one bundle at the end of the semester; because this course teaches the scaffolded process of writing, assignments must be completed and submitted in the sequence of the schedule below. Generally, it is too late to submit work for a unit after the next unit has begun.

Grading Policy with A, B, C, No-Credit Policy
· Your papers will be graded A through F with pluses and minuses as necessary. “A” work is generally regarded as exemplary in terms of the outcomes shown on the first page of this syllabus. “B” work is considered advanced; “C” work is considered proficient; “D” work is developing; and “F” is unsatisfactory. Work that does not follow the assignment (though otherwise acceptable) will also receive an “F.” Work that is not done or not turned in is recorded as a zero. I will provide more specific grading criteria on assignment sheets and/or rubrics as needed. All major papers will be graded and returned before the next major assignment is due. Freshman-level proficiency in writing is required for a passing grade.
· Your final course grade will be based on your work (daily work, process work, and final papers) and your attendance. Per the attendance policy, you cannot miss more than two weeks’ worth of class (six periods for MWF, four periods for MW or TR) and pass. Final grades for the class below a C- are given a mark of No Credit (NC), which does not reflect on your GPA but will require you to take the course again, at a time when you can fully engage with the course.
· Paper grades can be converted to percentages like this: A+=98, A=95, A-=92, B+=88, B=85, B-=82, C+=78, C=75, C-=72, D+=68, D=65, D-=62, F=50.
· Final numeric grades will be converted to letter grades like this: 100-98=A+; 97-93=A; 92-90=A-; 89-88=B+; 87-83=B; 82-80=B-; 79-78=C+; 77-73=C; 72-70=C-; 69 and below=NC

Statement on Academic Misconduct
Students are expected to be familiar with and adhere to the official Academic Misconduct Policy.
 
UA’s Academic Misconduct policy, shown below, includes the unauthorized use of text-generating artificial intelligence in this class as well as reusing essays originally written for other classes. 
Types of Academic Misconduct 
Academic misconduct by students includes all acts of dishonesty in any academic-related matter and any knowing or intentional help, attempt to help, or conspiracy to help another student commit an act of academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, each of the following acts when performed in any type of academic or academic-related matter, exercise, or activity:
1.   Cheating: using, attempting to use or assisting in the use of unauthorized materials, information, study aids, or computer-related information.
2.   Plagiarism: representing words, data, pictures, figures, works, ideas, computer programs or outputs, or any other work generated by someone else, as one's own. Self-Plagiarism: resubmitting your own previously submitted work without proper citation and permission from the current instructor to whom the original work is subsequently submitted.
3.   Fabrication: presenting as genuine any invented or falsified citation, data or material.
4.   Misrepresentation: falsifying, altering, or misstating the contents of documents or other materials related to academic matters, including schedules, prerequisites, and transcripts.
For the complete policy, visit https://catalog.ua.edu/undergraduate/about/academic-regulations/student-expectations/academic-misconduct-policy/

Generative AI Tools
AI use is not allowed.
All submitted work must be produced by the students themselves, whether individually or collaboratively. Use of generative AI tools such as ChatGPT to complete an assignment constitutes academic misconduct.
Emergency Communications Policy
If I need to cancel class for any reason, please check your UA email or look on our Blackboard Learn page for instructions. You may need to submit work or complete tasks to keep us on track for the semester.
Statement On Disability Accommodations
The University of Alabama is committed to ensuring the full participation of all students in its programs. If you have a documented disability (or think you may have a disability) and need reasonable accommodation(s) to participate in this class, contact the Office of Disability Services (or ODS; 205-348-4285, ods@ua.edu, Houser Hall 1000, www.ods.ua.edu) as soon as possible. If you have been approved to receive accommodations through ODS, please meet with your instructor or College designee during office hours or by appointment to review your accommodation letter and discuss how accommodations can be implemented in this course.
Writing Center
The Writing Center, located in 322 Lloyd Hall, is a wonderful resource for students. They do not proofread papers or write papers for you, but they can help with overall structure, organization, development, and mechanics. Take a copy of the writing assignment sheet and any work you’ve completed toward the assignment if you go. Go to http://writingcenter.ua.edu/ for more information or to set up an appointment.  
Interest in English Major or Minor
The English Department offers a literature-focused English major along with minors in English, creative writing, and digital, public, and professional writing. If you are interested in becoming an English major or minor, please drop by the Undergraduate Studies Office in English Building 103. You can also check out our website: www.english.ua.edu.
Student Resources
The University of Alabama provides resources and support for the benefit of all students. An up-to-date list of these resources is located on the Division of Student Life website, which includes information regarding counseling, health and wellness, career planning, and accessibility services. 
Please see the official class syllabus on Simple Syllabus for all official policies, including the following:
· Online Proctoring and Room Scan
· Controversial Topics
· Notification of Changes
· Severe Weather Protocol
· Pregnant Student Accommodations
· Religious Observances
· UAct Statement

EN 103 Class Calendar

Any necessary changes will be announced in class and posted to Blackboard.
Week 1: Welcome to EN 103
8/21 In class
· Introduction to the course and syllabus
· Introductions to each other
· Set goals for the semester

Week 2: Topic Brainstorming
T8/26 	Due before class: Read Wavelength Ch. 1: How to Start and Ch. 3: Analysis.
In class: 
· Introduction to Textual Analysis Essay
· Practice text analysis
· Begin brainstorming topics
· Music showcase sign-ups

Wednesday, 8/27: Last day to add/drop a course without a grade of “W”

R8/28	Due before class: Read sample Textual Analysis essay from Wavelength (See Bb)
In class: 
· 1st Music Showcase 
· Discuss reading and strategies for analyzing
· Work on topic proposals
· Sign up for conferences

Week 3: Conference Week over Zoom
Due by Tuesday morning 9/2 at 8:00: Submit your topic proposal to Blackboard. 

Tuesday 9/2 (10:00am-12:00pm) and Thursday 9/4 (10:00am-12:00pm) : No full class meeting: Individual conferences. 
· Come during the time slot you signed up for last week. 
· Be prepared to ask questions and talk about your essay. 
Week 4: Drafting the Textual Analysis 
T9/9	Due before class: Submit Textual Analysis Draft to Turnitin in Blackboard
In class: 
· 2nd Music Showcase 
· Peer Review/Workshop drafts
· Ethical Writing and Using Sources Responsibly
· Accurately citing sources in MLA format

R9/11	In class: 
· 3rd Music Showcase 
· Review peer comments and write Textual Analysis Revision Plan
· Additional peer review/workshop; review guidelines; time to revise

Textual Analysis final draft DUE by Sunday, Sept. 14 at 11:59 to Turnitin on Blackboard

Week 5: Proposing a Research Project; Annotated Bibliography Introduction
T9/16	Due before class:
· Read Wavelength Ch. 2: Research and the Library
· Complete library pretest (see Bb)
In class:
· 4th Music Showcase 
· Reflect on Textual Analysis Essay and set goals for Annotated Bibliography unit
· Introduction to Academic Research, Annotated Bibliography, and EN 103 Research
· Work on topic proposal

R9/18	Due before class: Submit topic proposal to Blackboard
	In class: 
· 5th Music Showcase 
· Read/work with sample student annotated bibliographies in Wavelength
· Understanding and Evaluating Different Types of Sources
· Using Library Resources
· Review how to annotate a reading
Week 6: Working with Sources
T9/23	Due before class: Locate, download, print, read, and annotate 2 sources; bring them to class
	In class:
· 6th Music Showcase 
· Review ethical writing (including using AI for research/writing) and using sources responsibly; review syllabus policies on academic misconduct, writing center, etc.
· Accurately citing sources in MLA format
· Summarizing Sources
· Sign up for conferences
 
R9/25	Due before class: Locate, download, print, read, and annotate 2 additional sources (you should have at least 4 by now); bring them to class
	In class:
· 7th Music Showcase 
· Continue to work on source summary
· Synthesizing Sources
· Sign up for conferences
Week 7: Conference Week over Zoom
Due by Tuesday morning at 8:00: Submit Annotated Bibliography Draft 1 to Turnitin in Blackboard. 

Tuesday 9/30 (10:00am-12:00pm) and Thursday 10/2 (10:00 am-12:00pm) : No full class meeting: Individual conferences over zoom. 
· Come during the time slot you signed up for last week. 
· Be prepared to ask questions and talk about your annotated bibliography. 
Week 8: Revising the Annotated Bibliography
T10/7	Due before class: submit Annotated Bibliography Draft 2 to Turnitin in Blackboard
	In class: 
· 8th Music Showcase 
· Peer Review
· Review sample Annotated Bibliographies in Wavelength
· Review synthesizing sources, ethical source use, and citation

R10/9	In class: 
· 8th Music Showcase 
· Reflect on drafts and feedback and write revision plan
· Review sample Annotated Bibliographies in Wavelength
· Additional peer review/workshop if needed
· Work on revisions

Annotated Bibliography final draft DUE to Turnitin by Sunday, October 12 at 11:59 pm
Week 9: Planning the Research Essay
T10/14	Due before class: Read Wavelength Ch. 4: Thesis Statements, Ch. 5: Structure, and Ch. 6: Naysayers
In class: 
· 9th Music Showcase 
· Reflect on Annotated Bibliography and set goals for the Research Essay unit
· Introduce the Research Essay
· Analyze/discuss how to move from annotated bib to research essay using Wavelength essays
Midterm Grades due by Wednesday, 10/15 at 11:59 pm

R10/16	Due before class: 
· Wavelength readings (see Bb)
· Submit Thesis Statement drafts to Blackboard discussion board
In class: 
· 10th Music Showcase 
· Read, discuss, draft, workshop, and revise thesis statements
· Analyze/discuss how to move from annotated bib to essay using Wavelength essays
· Draft research essay outline
· Sign up for conferences
Week 10: Drafting the Research Essay and Conferences
T10/21 	Due before class: 
· Submit complete outline to Blackboard
· Bring your sources to class to double check all quotations, summaries, and citations
	In class:
· 11th Music Showcase
· Peer review outlines
· Discuss using sources effectively and in-text citations 
· Process writing (250 words)
· Sign up for conferences

R10/23	 Due by 8:00 am: Submit Research Essay Draft 1 (at least 500 words) to Turnitin 
· No class meeting

Week 11: Conferences and Midterm Study Break
Tuesday 10/28 (10:00am-12:00pm) and Wednesday (10:00am-12:00pm): 	No full class meeting: Individual conferences over zoom. 
· Come during the time slot you signed up for last week. 
· Be prepared to ask questions and talk about your research essay. 
· Continue working on your research essay

R10/30 	Midterm Study Break—Classes dismissed 10/30-10/31

Week 12: Revising the Research Essay
T11/4	Due before class: 
· Submit Research Essay Draft 2 (complete draft) to Turnitin in Blackboard
· Bring your sources to class to double check all quotations, summaries, and citations
	In class: 
· 12th Music Showcase 
· Peer review
· Review citations
· Review Wavelength, library, and other resources as necessary

R11/6 	Due before class: 
· Read Wavelength Ch. 7: Grammar and Style
· Bring your sources to class to double check all quotations, summaries, and citations
	In class: 
· 13th Music Showcase 
· Reflect on feedback and plan revisions
· Revision work; writing with clarity and grace, polishing sentences
· Review Wavelength, library, and other resources as necessary

Research Essay Final Draft DUE by Sunday, Nov. 9 to Turnitin at 11:59 pm

Week 13: Planning the Remix
T11/11	 Due before class: Read Wavelength Ch. 8: Remix and Radical Revisions
	In class:
· 14th Music Showcase 
· Reflect on Research Essay and set goals for Remix and Analysis unit
· Introduce Remix and Analysis assignment
· Analyze sample remixes and look at Wavelength samples and resources

R11/13	 In class: 
· 15th Music Showcase 
· Write remix proposal; get feedback from peers and instructor
· Begin planning and creating remix

Week 14: Creating the Remix and Analysis
T11/18 	Due before class: Submit remix process work to Blackboard journal
	In class:
· Check in on remix drafts
· Discuss and plan analysis essay
· Process work
· Sign up for presentations

R11/20	Due before class: Submit draft of remix analysis essay to Blackboard
	No class meeting – Submit Peer Review Essay to Blackboard

Week 15: Thanksgiving Week—Classes Dismissed

Week 16: Remix Presentations
T12/2	Due before class: Submit remix draft to Blackboard discussion board
	In class: 
· Remix presentations (3-5 minutes each)
· Work on essay revisions
· Reminder: Complete course SOIs

R12/4	In class: 
· Remix presentations (3-5 minutes each)
· Work on essay revisions
· Reminder: Complete course SOIs
Week 17: Final Exam Week
Final Exam: Submit your Remix and Analysis Essay to Blackboard no later than 10 December 2025 by 11:59 pm
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